SWIMMER'S INCENTIVE PROGRAM


Bead Program


Swimmers in the Yellow, White, Red, and Blue groups participate in the TG Swim Meet Bead Program.  Following swim meets the following beads are presented by the coaches to the swimmers for their performances during the meet.  Bead colors signify the following:
· Green: New best time.
· White: New time standard (B, BB, A, AA, etc.)
· Blue: New State Championship time.
· Yellow: First time swimming a new event.
· Gold: New Age Group Sectionals qualifying time.
· Platinum: All best times in a meet.
· Multi-color: "Good Deed or Performance Bead" 


Swimmers are eligible to apply for the following incentive awards based upon participation and achievement.  In order to receive any award, a form applying for an award must be filled out and turned in by the parent of the swimmer.  After eligibility is confirmed by the Incentives Program Chairman and the coaches, the award will be forwarded to the swimmer.  Awards will be not be given to swimmers that are not current with payment of all fees.

A.S.C.A. Patches Program


The American Swim Coaches Association sponsors a patches program based upon the National Age Group Times ("B", "BB", "A", etc.) listed in the appendix of this handbook.  The Team Greenville Booster Club purchases the patches and provides them free of charge to swimmers that qualify for the appropriate award.


Chevrons.  A round chevron is received by a swimmer who competes in his/her first meet in that age group.  Age groups include: 10 and under, 11-12, 13-14, 15-16, and 17-18.


Bars.  Rectangular bars are awarded upon the first time achievement of each level at any distance based upon the National Age Group Times located in the appendix (for an explanation see Section-G, National Age Group Times).  Duplicate awards are not given for different distances (ie. 50 Free and 100 Free), or as a swimmer ages up into a different age group.  Confused?  Here is one example of how this works.  As a 10 and under Suzy achieves a "B" time in butterfly.  After Suzy has her eleventh birthday, she achieves an 11-12 "B" time in butterfly.  She is not eligible for another "B" bar for butterfly, since she had already received one previously as a 10 and under.  The next bar she can receive for butterfly is for a "BB" time.  Check with your coach or the Incentives Program Chairman if you have any questions.

Go for the Gold Swim Caps


Swimmers can apply for special swim caps in the "Go for the Gold" program.  Times are listed in the appendix of this handbook.  Awards are presented based upon achieving the minimum time in two different strokes (free, back, breast, fly, or I.M.) for each level.  Initial application must be on the highest level achieved by that swimmer (i.e. if swimmers have already surpassed the white level, they apply for the next higher level, a red cap.)  Only one cap of each color awarded to each swimmer.

Ironman T-Shirts


Swimmers that legally complete in competition all the nationally recognized events in their age group during a season (short or long course) are eligible for a special "Ironman" t-shirt recognizing their achievement.  The following are the events for each age group:


8&U  25 Free, 50 Free, 100 Free, 200 Free, 25 Back, 50 Back, 25 Breast, 50 Breast, 25 Fly, 50 Fly, 100 IM, 200 IM.


9-10  50 Free, 100 Free, 200 Free, 500 Free, 50 Back, 100 Back, 50 Breast, 100 Breast, 50 Fly, 100 Fly, 100 IM, 200 IM.


11-12  50 Free, 100 Free, 200 Free, 500 Free, 50 Back, 100 Back, 50 Breast, 100 Breast, 50 Fly, 100 Fly, 100 IM, 200 IM.  Swimmers must also complete at least 2 of these events: 200 Back, 200 Breast, 200 Fly, 400 IM, 1000 Free*, 1650 Free.


13&Over  50 Free, 100 Free, 200 Free, 500 Free, 1000 Free*, 1650 Free, 100 Back, 200 Back, 100 Breast, 200 Breast, 100 Fly, 200 Fly, 200 IM, 400 IM.

*Credit for 1000 Free given for successful completion of 1650 Free.

Longevity Awards


Swimmers are eligible to apply for longevity awards based upon the length of time he or she have been a member of Team Greenville.  Eleven months of active participation (paying appropriate fees and attending practice) count as one year of membership.  Credit may be accrued in broken segments (i.e. six months during one season, five months during another) for first and second year awards.  A swimmer may only qualify for each award once during their lifetime.


One Year Award:  Distinctive Team Greenville T-Shirt.


Two Year Award:  Distinctive Team Greenville windbreaker.

Longevity is measured beginning September 1994 when Team Greenville affiliated with the Greenville County Recreation District.
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